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At its core, the Quaker way of being in the world supports and challenges all seekers to nurture a direct relationship with the God-of-their-understanding, to discern and honor the Holy in one another, and finally, to strive to live peacefully in community.  Last year’s report asked us all to show greater tenderness towards one another and to focus on the question of how we might better vision the manifestation of God’s beloved community.  Today, we view this work of reflection and visioning as the seeds for our own renewal.   Redwood Forest Friends Meeting has made remarkable and demonstrable inroads into living a life true to the Quaker way -- a life vulnerable and open to the leadings of the Light.  We seem increasingly able to offer one another comfort and inspiration on the spiritual and material level as we seek to build a nourishing community.  One small worship group described the depth of these new spiritual connections with these words:

“Over the past year, our worship has settled into a pattern of a few deep messages each week, sometimes touching on the health and concerns of folks known to most of those present.  The love that this group has for each other is palpable”

On a practical, material level, ours is an aging community, and we have as yet unexplored fears and anxieties about what the future may hold for us individually or as a Society.   On a very small scale, we feel like we have begun to design a spirit led, enthusiastic approach to this essential need that will involve all of us as we learn the arts of giving and receiving.  Ideally, the new concept of what we are calling the care umbrella will stabilize some of these practical concerns with a tender touch.
In keeping with the theme of self-care, the completion of our beautiful courtyard welcomes us.  The pathway which brings us all to the threshold of Meeting, is intentionally designed in a nonlinear way, reminding us that straight lines are very rare in the world of faith.  We each are tasked to find what is most deeply true for ourselves.  The warm and steady presence of our Resident Friend completes our Quaker tradition of hospitality.

We find that this warmth is also expanded to further embrace the worship groups under our care.   Similarly, the Healing Circle at rise of Meeting embodies this warmth of caring as it offers a new way of experiencing the healing movement of the Divine.  As one participant reflected:

“The healing  circle that happens most Sundays after Meeting is currently  one of the most important  of my whole Quaker experiences;  I  am not sure I can even tell you why; it seems to take me beyond  ‘mind’ and ‘words’ and ‘waiting’ and includes me in the healing  touch that I need and want to give so badly.”

Our work in the larger community has been expressed though the dynamic and tested programs of North Bay Organizing Project, Alternatives to Violence Project, and by our support of the Ben Lomond Center. On the international level, we have maintained our commitment to the Guatemala Scholarship Loan Project and the Bolivian Quaker Educational fund.                                                                 

 The Quaker Quest from the previous year proved to be very moving, and as a result, several second hour presentations held during this year provided spiritual nourishment as we learn to more clearly articulate our faith with one another.  We are now discussing how to build upon these new skills and whether to take them to the outside community.

We are a diverse Meeting with a balanced a commitment to both the nuts and bolts of our political action and to the exploration of the mystical side of Quakerism.  Many members view this as our strength, and many others would prefer a single focus.  This issue fuels deep and often profound testimonies and discussions.  

We are unique in that our membership combines worshipers at both the meetinghouse on Guerneville Road and at Friends House.  We share the concern of many Meetings of the lack of committed young families and children.  To that end, we are focusing efforts to reach out to that community. 

Thanks to many interesting visitors over the past year, we have been inspired to produce a new brochure describing Redwood Forest Friends Meeting.

A truly vibrant Meeting asks us for specific preparation and intention as we pass over the threshold on any given Sunday.   Our prayer for the year to come is that our Meeting continues to be graced with the mystery of spiritual expansion on both the individual and corporate level.          

Respectfully submitted,
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