2013 State of the Meeting Report
God granted Reno Friends Meeting another year of life in 2013. We are grateful for this grace and to both the new leadership and the long-time friends who helped to carry us along and to shape the Meeting with their faithfulness and energy.
One of the highlights of the year was the Group for Spiritual Growth, led by an attender of Meeting. The group created a place for us to share and discuss openly our very wide range of beliefs, helping us to understand each other better. It was a deep and satisfying experience for many of us.
Meeting for Worship continues on each week. A beautiful variety of souls have shared both silence and words with us this year. Attention over the year to the quality and experience of silent worship through attention to the details seems to have borne fruit. 
We have enjoyed each other’s company at our social gatherings such as potluck, hikes, and lunches together.
Our business meeting continues to be small, ranging from four to nine in attendance, with fifty percent of the attendance hours covered by four faithful friends and three quarters of attendance by only seven of us. Despite our small numbers, the Meeting for Business carried on, somehow, without a formal clerk, nominating committee or some other committees we have had in past years.  Bills were paid, faithful friends managed repairs and improvements to our property, meetings were clerked by a faithful friend, minutes were recorded. We worked to make the community more aware of our presence and help visitors feel more welcomed through more systematic outreach, a new website and blog, and new signs. We are pleased to find that several new people have started attending regularly. We continue to have a blessedly stable financial foundation for the Meeting. We own our own property outright, receive rental income from our cottage and regular financial support from our members and attenders. We are able to look outside of Meeting to support good works. One of our strongest financial commitments continues to be to the Alternatives to Violence Project in Nevada’s prisons.
We are blessed to have amongst our number a couple devoted to Gandhian Integral Nonviolence who run an urban homesteading project called “Be the Change”. The project held two three-day Gandhian Nonviolence Workshops in our Meeting House this year. The energy surrounding the project continues to lap over into Friends Meeting and we plan to interact more with it in the future.
We find that attendance at the First Day School has dropped off. This may be due to the natural fluctuations in a small meeting. Efforts to help the older children experience time at Quarterly Meetings or other larger Friends gatherings continue, mostly through our parents. Our paid FDS teacher has become a treasured part of our Meeting and continues to be the backbone of our program, making sure that spiritual nurture is available each Sunday to a wide variety of ages when they come.
Another highlight of our year was going into 2014 with a nominating slate that included a Clerk of the Meeting for the first time in two years. Many of the initiatives begun in 2013 are continuing to take shape in 2014.  To thrive in the next year, one attender reminded us, what the Meeting needs more than anything is to be loved.
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